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character, and a development of the imaginative faculty which is not 
generally expected, yet is found with great frequency in the minds that 
take the strongest hold on the working-day world and the practical in- 
terests of humanity. 

The volume closes with what is neither "study" nor "fancy," but a 
glowing tribute to the saintly excellence and the pastoral fidelity of the 
venerable Dr. Lowell, by one who deems it a chief blessing of her 
childhood to have been a lamb of his flock. For many years he has 
been cut off from those active duties, in which he was revered and be- 
loved as few Christian pastors have ever been ; yet from his chamber 
of illness and suffering there goes forth, with the illustrious example of 
fortitude and resignation, many a kind token of remembrance, letter of 
advice or sympathy, and affectionate message to the young and old, 
who still rejoice in the unsevered bond. 



19. — 1. Horse-Shoe Robinson. A Tale of the Tory Ascendency. Re- 
vised Edition. 

2. Swallow-Barn ;' or, A Sojourn in the Old Dominion. Revised 
Edition. With Illustrations by Strother. 

3. Rob of the Bowl. A Legend of St. Inigoe's. Revised Edition. 

4. Quodlibet: containing some Annals thereof, with an Authentic Ac- 
count of the Origin and Growth of the Borough, and the Sayings and 
Doings of Sundry of the Townspeople; interspersed with Sketches of 
the most Remarkable and Distinguished Characters of that Place and 

Vicinity. By Solomon Secondthottghts, Schoolmaster, from 
Original MSS., indited by him, and now made public at the Request 
and under the Patronage of the great New- Light Democratic Cen- 
tral Committee of Quodlibet. Second Edition. 

5. Memoirs of the Life of William Wirt, Attorney- General of the 
United States. A New and Revised Edition. Two volumes in one. 

By John P. Kennedy. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 
1860. 

We give a hearty welcome to this new and beautiful edition of Ken- 
nedy's works. It is not meet that the crowd of aspirants for literary 
fame should hide from view an author whose name holds a high place 
even in the shortest list that we might give of our men of genius and 
deservedly eminent writers. His novels hold the same rank in the 
multitude of competitors among whom they now reappear, which they 
occupied when he and Cooper were almost alone in that department of 
our national literature. We are unwilling to attempt an estimate of 
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their merits within our present limits, though in a future number we 
should be glad to recall the attention of a new generation of readers to 
works that have had in our pages, in former years, their due meed of 
approving criticism. Quodlibet is a political satire, which first ap- 
peared in 1840, and can be best appreciated by those who bear the 
questions then at issue in distinct remembrance ; but in its main fea- 
tures it remains no less applicable after the lapse of twenty years, dur- 
ing which party spirit has lost nothing of its vehemence, recklessness, 
and rancor. Few men have lived in our country who are more wor- 
thy to be commemorated than "William Wirt, or whose personal and 
private character presents more numerous features and aspects of com- 
manding interest ; and certainly no one of our historical personages 
has been more fortunate in his biographer. The edition before us has 
all the merits of form and execution, of which the name of the pub- 
lishers is a sufficient guaranty. 



20. — Archceologia Americana. Transactions and Collections of the 
American Antiquarian Society. Volume IV. Boston. 1860. 8vo. 
pp. 355. 

We need only to specify the contents of this volume to indicate its 
value as a series of contributions to American History. "We have, 
first, a series of original documents, illustrative of the History of Ra- 
leigh's first American Colony and of the Colony at Jamestown, edited 
by Rev. Edward E. Hale. This is followed by " A Discourse of Vir- 
ginia," by Edward Maria Wingfield, the first President of the Colony, 
edited by Mr. Charles Deane. Then we have a reprint of Josselyn's 
" New England's Rarities Discovered," with notes by Professor Tuck- 
erman of Amherst College, and with an Introduction in which the edi- 
tor incorporates with a brief memoir of the author a succinct sketch of 
the early botanists of America. Last, and most curious of all, is a nar- 
rative, now first printed, under the editorship of Mr. Samuel F. Haven, 
of a Voyage to Spitzbergen in 1613, in which the process of taking, 
cutting up, and trying out the whale is minutely described, with rude 
pictorial illustrations. An Appendix contains a Life of Sir Ralph 
Lane, the Governor of Raleigh's first Colony, by Mr. Hale, and a 
biographical notice of Samuel Jennison, late Treasurer of the Society, 
by its President, Hon. Stephen Salisbury. Of the amount of labor 
employed in the preparation of this volume none but a practised anti- 
quary can form an adequate estimate. Its contents are all intensely 
interesting, inasmuch as they enable us to see with the eyes, and to en- 



